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21-80A ORLEANS EAS.796 


Town/City: |§ Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 450 State Highway 


Historic Name: Smith — Johnson House 
Anchorage on the Cove 


Uses: Present: multiple residence 
Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: 1916-20 


Source: deeds, censuses, vital records 
Style/Form: Colonial Revival/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: concrete block 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
5 rental cottages, late 20" c. 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
House renovated into rental apartments, mid-20" c. 
Cottages built, late 20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL| Date: 
Acreage: 1.24 


Setting: The property is situated on the east side of Rt.6 
on a small parcel between the highway and Town Cove. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The property comprises the house apparently built for Reuben W. and Josephine Smith ca. 1920 for rental to summer tourist, 
either in whole or part. It is a story-and-a-half wood frame dwelling with a gable roof and a center chimney in the typical local 
manner, with the addition of gable and shed dormers and wings and altered fenestration to create multiple apartments for rental. 
Delbert Johnson, who owned the property 1937-52, and later owners may have added one or more of the small single-occupant 
cottages. Currently the property is known as Anchorage on the Cove. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In October 1915 Eastham master mariner Clarington Smith Jr. (1840-1926) sold his son Reuben Winslow Smith (1872-1940) 
two acres bounded on the [north]east by his own land, on the south[east] by the Town Cove, on the [south]west by Abbott H. 
Walker's land, and on the north[west] by the State Highway.’ Reuben Smith was a house painter and at one time an engineer, 
and in 1918 he married Josephine Higgins of Orleans. He lived in Orleans from at least 1920, and possibly from the time of his 
marriage, until his death. He probably built 450 State Highway for its rental income; there is no evidence that he occupied it. In 
1936 Smith sold the house and 1.25 acres to Alice T. Johnson of Somerville.” 


Alice T. Seely Johnson was the wife of Robert A. Johnson and had come to the United States in 1892 or 1893 from Petitcodiac, 
New Brunswick, with him and their sons Nobel, Walter, and Delbert Milton. In 1900 the family lived in Boston, but by 1910 the 
Johnsons were living in Somerville. Robert Johnson drove a milk wagon, and son Delbert, born in 1891, worked at an 
advertising agency. Delbert Johnson had been coming to Cape Cod since at least 1912, when he and Frances Clifton Crosby 
Eldredge visited East Brewster; in 1914 they were married in Somerville. Eldredge was the daughter of David Matthias and 
Fannie Foster Eldredge and granddaughter of Gideon Eldredge of Brewster. Her father lived in Brewster until his marriage in 
1878 and after 1880 moved to the Forest Hills section of Boston. 


In 1917 Delbert Milton Johnson was working as a bookkeeper for Old Colony Trust Company in Boston, and in 1920 he was 
living with his wife and son Delbert Jr. in Boston; his mother Alice was by then widowed and remained in Somerville. By 1930 
Delbert and Frances Johnson had moved to Needham, where he worked as a building contractor. In 1937 his mother deeded 
450 State Highway to him and his wife.* The 1940 census lists Delbert Johnson, his wife, and their son David in this South 
Eastham neighborhood, and he was a self-employed building contractor living on State Highway when he registered for the draft 
in 1942. The Johnsons owned and occupied 450 State Highway until 1952, when they sold the property to Vera R. Johnson of 
Orleans. She sold it six years later to Melville L. and Esther J. Richardson of Springfield, who sold it as two parcels two years 
later to Howard A. and Esther L. Maynard of Wellesley. 4 Alice Johnson had sold a third parcel to lvan Gerald Smith in 1937, who 
subdivided apparently undeveloped land and sold half an acre to Esther Maynard in 1967.° In November 1968 Esther Maynard 
sold 450 State Highway to J. Howard and June B. Glover of East Orleans, and the property changed hands twice more by 1998 
when Kathleen Nevils Bunnell of Harvard acquired it. In 2019 she and her husband Dennis placed the property in trust, and that 
trust was owner of record in 2020.® 


' Clarington Smith to Reuben W. Smith, 30 October 1915, BCD 355:320. Reuben Smith’s mother Julia deeded six acres of land in South 

Eastham, but apparently not contiguous, to him the next year; see BCD 355:319. 

? Reuben W. Smith, Orleans, to Alice T. Johnson, 15 April 1936, BCD 522:171. 

3 Alice T. Johnson to Delbert M. and Frances C. C. Johnson, 8 March 1937, BCD 703:114. 

4 Delbert M. and Frances C. C. Johnson to Vera R. Johnson, 13 September 1952, BCD 822:111; Vera R. Johnson, Orleans, to Melville L. and 

Esther J. Richardson, Springfield, 5 June 1958, BCD 1006:366; Melville L. and Esther J. Richardson to Howard A. and Esther L. Maynard, 

Wellesley, 31 May 1960, BCD 1079:574. 

5 Alice T. Johnson to Ivan G. Smith, 28 July 1937, BCD 530:12; Ivan G. Smith, Danvers, to Esther L. Maynard, Wellesley, 27 January 1967, 

BCD 1359:321. Born in Eastham in 1886 and the son of Francis M. Smith and Mary Lincoln, lvan G. Smith grew up in Somerville and was a 

high school teacher living in Essex by 1910. He was principal of Easthampton High School by 1920 and then longtime principal of Holton High 

School in Danvers, where he died in 1978. Smith and his married sister Vera S. Putnam inherited the homestead of their grandfather Hinckley 

Lincoln at 475 State Highway (EAS.10) after his death in 1912. 

® Esther L. Maynard to J. Howard Glover and June Blackmore Glover, East Orleans, 1 November 1968, BCD 1418:164; J. Howard Glover and 

June Blackmore Glover, East Orleans, to Alvin H. Behrer Jr. and Lois F. Behrer, 30 April 1971, BCD 1508:407; Alvin H. Behrer Jr. and Lois F. 
Continuation sheet 1 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET EASTHAM 450 State Highway 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 


220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
[ _||_EAs.796 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Barnstable County Registry of Deeds. Deeds, Land Court Records, and Subdivision Maps. 

Barnstable Patriot Archives. Sturgis Library Digital Newspaper Archive, 
https://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/APA/Sturgis/Hpanel=home. 

Deyo, Simeon L., ed. History of Barnstable County, Massachusetts, 1620-1890. New York: H. W. Blake, 1890. 

Dunham's 1929 Eastham (Mass.) Street Directory. 

Town of Eastham Tax Commitment Books. 1902-57. 

Lowe, Alice Albert. Nauset on Cape Cod: A History of Eastham. Falmouth, MA: Eastham Historical Society, 1968. 

Massachusetts Historical Commission. “Reconnaissance Survey Report: Eastham.” Typescript, Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, Boston, 1984. 

Resident and Business Directory of Cape Cod, Massachusetts, 1901. South Framingham, MA: A. E. Foss Publishing Co., 1901. 

Wilding, Don. A Brief History of Eastham. Charleston, SC: History Press, 2017. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NE. From Tripadvisor.com 


Behrer, Orleans, to M. Joanna Reade, trustee D&D Trust, 15 January 1986, BCD 4888:203; M. Joanna Reade, trustee D&D Trust, to Dennis 
R. and Kathleen Nevils Bunnell, Harvard, 24 July 1998, BCD 11593:209; Dennis R. and Kathleen Nevils Bunnell, Orleans, to Dennis R. and 
Kathleen Nevils Bunnell, trustees Bunnell Revocable Trust, 3 January 2019, BCD 31763:216. 
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